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[Music] 

Jim Trent: Good morning and welcome to today’s DEA Red Ribbon Week Rally. My 
name is Jim Trent and I am the chief of DEA’s office of congressional and 
public affairs. Our master ceremony today is Jim Handly, who is the anchor of 
News4 each week night at 5 and 9 P.M. here in Washington DC. Please join 
me in welcoming Jim to the stage, Jim thank you. 

[Applause] 

Jim Handly: Thank you Jim. Good morning everyone it is great to be back with you. Would 
you please stand for the presentation of colors by the Colonel Wesley Fox 
Young Marines Color Guard and remain standing for the singing of our 
National Anthem by Eat at Joe’s from Georgetown Day School. 

[National Anthem from 01:50 to 03:22] 

[Applause] 

Jim Handly: Thank you Eat at Joe’s we are looking forward to hearing from you again later 
in the program that was beautiful. Please be seated. Again thank you all for 
joining with us for our Red Ribbon Week Rally. I said it, I was practicing last 
night and I was thinking I am going to say Wed Wibbon but Red Ribbon did 
come out and we are going to be hearing a lot about that today and what we 
are all here for today, the important message that we are getting out in 
advance of the big week next week. 

I am honored to be back with you, it is certainly my pleasure to be here, it has 
been three years. Here for this important program to celebrate our week and 
annual event to promote drug free living. During this week, drug free events 
will be held here and across the country. They serve as a reminder to 
everyone of the need to educate America’s young people about the dangers 
of drug abuse and a call to re-double our efforts in drug prevention, 
education and awareness too, that’s why we are all here this week 

So I would like to welcome our participants, our guests from other agencies 
too, our abuse prevention partners and DEA employees. We also want to 
welcome everybody who is watching us stream live right now on the 
webcast. We have an exciting program so let’s get started. We want to begin 
with a video about the history of Red Ribbon Week. 

[Music and History Video 00:05:20 to 00:06:35] 

Enrique: Hello to everyone in the DEA family, my name is Enrique Camarena, I am the 
oldest son of Enrique “Kiki” Camarena. As many of you know he is the 
inspiration for Red Ribbon Week. And my mother and I keep speaking about 
Red Ribbon Week and about my dad every year to schools and community 
groups around the nation and we just wanted to send a heart felt thank you 
to you for celebrating Red Ribbon Week for keeping it alive all these years 
and it is a great honor for us to educate the young people of America 
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regarding the dangers of drugs. It’s added benefit for us to keep his memory 
alive. We tell the story of what happened to him, the dangers that he faced, 
the sacrifice that he made. We just thank you for helping us and participating 
with us in honoring him with Red Ribbon Week. I think it’s important for 
people to know not only about the dangers of drugs obviously but about his 
life and why he inspired so many to start Red Ribbon Week and to keep Red 
Ribbon Week going for over 30 years. Thank you for celebrating Red Ribbon 
Week. 

Female: Spend some time to actually think, just figure out your own personal beliefs 
or ideals and what you are good at, like we are all amazing singers and we are 
performers so that’s our escape, we don’t go to drugs. 

Male: Keep yourself busy, keep yourself motivated to want to do more than 
escaping to doing drugs to like so you can have a fulfilled life. And make sure 
just not to do drugs because it’s just so important to keep yourself on a 
healthy lifestyle. 

Female: I would just say focus on school, focus on your education and your family and 
your health first. 

[Video 00:08:14 to 00:09:00] 

Jim Handly: What a powerful message, it’s great to hear from young people talking about 
what they and their peer should be focusing on, spending time with families, 
sports and activities after school and being the best that they can be. 

We would like to hear now from our acting administrator of DEA Uttam 
Dhillon. Mr. Dhillon was appointed back in July by Attorney General Jeff 
Sessions. Earlier in his career, Mr. Dhillon served as an assisting US attorney 
in the central district of California for more than six years. He directed 
complex investigations of major narcotics trafficking organizations and gangs. 
Mr. Dhillon successfully prosecuted narcotics trafficking and money 
laundering cases. In 2006, Mr. Dhillon was confirmed by the US Senate as the 
first director of the office of Counter Narcotics Enforcement at the 
Department of Homeland Security. In that role, he worked closely with other 
federal agencies to coordinate anti-drug efforts. Mr. Dhillon also served in 
the Department of Justice where he led the department of anti-gang efforts 
as chair of the attorney generals Anti-Gang Coordination Committee. Most 
recently Mr. Dhillon served as Deputy Counsel and Deputy Assistant to the 
president. In addition to directing the drug enforcement work of the DEA, Mr. 
Dhillon also knows that both enforcement and prevention are critical in 
keeping our community safe and drug free. Please join me in welcoming Mr. 
Dhillon to the stage. 

Mr. Dhillon: Thanks Jim for that kind introduction and for being our master of ceremonies 
today. It is great to be here with so many friends of DEA who know how 
important Red Ribbon Week is. Red Ribbon Week is celebrated here at DEA 
but also at the office of National Drug Control Policy, in the Young Marines 
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Program, at the Georgetown Day School as well as through many outstanding 
education and prevention partners. I can’t thank you enough for your 
participation in this program and for your commitment to this incredible 
national movement. 

For more than 30 years during the last week of October, we have honored 
our heroes by renewing our commitment of reducing addiction in America 
and encouraging our children to live drug free. Red Ribbon Week supports to 
share goal of the Law Enforcement Prevention communities which is to 
decrease substance abuse in our country and the pain, suffering and death 
that it causes. This administration is committed to this goal and we believe 
that strong effective enforcement of our drug laws is critical to achieving this 
objective. The more we reduce access to drugs, the fewer drugs there are to 
be abused and as a result fewer people will use them. 

Aggressive enforcement by the brave men and women of DEA and by our 
partners takes drugs off the streets and keeps Americans from being addicted 
and from dying. Strong targeted and strategic supply reduction isn’t just wise 
policy, it is also compassionate, it is a measurable effective and efficient 
investment of resources, complementing and supporting the work of our 
prevention partners by stopping drug abuse before it starts. 

This does not happen without cost. We wear red not only to remember 
special agent Enrique Kiki Camarena, whose kidnapping, torture and murder 
by Mexican drug traffickers drove the creation of Red Ribbon. We wear red 
to keep the memory alive of those on our Wall of Honor and all those who 
have died enforcing our nation’s drug laws. They did not die in vein, they died 
so the lives of others could be saved, because of their sacrifice and their 
legacy which we build upon here at DEA, countless American lives have been 
saved. 

Yet, far far too many people still begin using drugs and are killed by them, 
often at a young age. For example, I was shocked to hear that last year an 
estimated one in four young adults used an illicit drug in the past 30 days and 
a 100,000 kids under the age of 18 used cocaine for the first time. 72,000 
Americans nearly the capacity of FedEx field died from a drug overdose in 
2017. What this tells me is that we have our work cut out for us and that we 
need more, not less education, prevention, treatment and enforcement. Red 
Ribbon is a much better way to learn about drug use in discovering why drugs 
are so bad and so dangerous first hand. 

While millions have learnt about the dangers of drugs through Red Ribbon 
Week, millions more need to do so. In addition to Red Ribbon Week, we must 
engage in other ways such as the National Prescription Drug Take Back Day 
which takes place on Saturday October 27, with Operation Prevention in DEA 
360 strategy cities and other schools and programs. Nothing less in our future 
is at stake, we need the energy of the Red Ribbon campaign to not only 
honor our heroes but also to make America a better place. 
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In 1985, the first Red Ribbon club was formed in Calexico California which is 
located in the California border with Mexico in an area known as the Imperial 
Valley. It was at Calexico High School, the high school attended by special 
agent Camarena where the first Red Ribbon celebration occurred in his 
honor. I am very proud to tell you that it was my brother David who is an 
instructor at Calexico High School, who is responsible for organizing that very 
first Red Ribbon event 33 years ago. 

Perhaps I am saying it because he is my brother but it is possible that we may 
not be here celebrating Red Ribbon Week if not for the visionary efforts of 
David, who just so happens to be here today. So David please stand up and 
everyone please join me in thanking David for the first Red Ribbon day that 
happened 33 years ago. The Office of Drug Control Policy is the principle 
advisor to the President on drug control issue and coordinates the drug 
control activities of 16 federal departments and agencies including DEA that 
develop and implement components of America’s national drug control 
strategy. It is led by a person colloquially known as the Drug czar. 

And fortunately for the DEA, the Drug czar also happens to be our good 
friend. Jim Carroll is very accomplished and has a very long resume. So I am 
only going to touch on a few highlights. Last year when I met Jim while we 
were working together on a White House Counsel’s office, I saw him 
accomplish a fete that few people have ever accomplished. He achieved the 
three highest levels you can achieve at the White House. He became a special 
assistant to the President, a Deputy Assistant to the President and Assistant 
to the President, all in about one year. 

During that time, he served as a Senior Counsel to the President, General 
Counsel in the office and Management and Budget and Deputy Chief of Staff 
to the President. The President then appointed him to be the Deputy Director 
of ONDCP and the President then nominated him to be the Director of 
ONDCP. Jim accomplished all of this since just January of 2017. And Jim has 
proven to be a true ally of DEA in our world wide battle against major drug 
trafficking organizations. 

Last year when I met Jim at the White House, I learnt what everyone who 
knows Jim already knows, he is the wisest and kindest person you could ever 
meet. I came to rely on his advice and guidance both professionally and 
personally and I am honored to call him not just a friend of DEA but my 
friend. Ladies and gentlemen please welcome our Drug czar Jim Carroll. 

Jim Carroll: I feel like I have come at my own funeral and someone is reading my 
obituary. I am very honored to be here and quite frankly I want to be a DEA 
at the ceremony and not just because Uttam and I are such close friends, but 
because the relationship that ONDCP has with DEA is a close friendship since 
both of our agencies were created. So thank you very much administrator 
Dhillon for your kind remarks for hosting this event and inviting so many of us 
to attend. I would also like to thank all the federal and state and local 
partners for being here as well, they also do important work on this issue. 
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It is needed because so many people as administrator Dhillon said are dying 
from this epidemic. 72,000 people dying in 2017 as Uttam said, it is about 
200 people a day which just looks to be the number of people in attendance 
here in this auditorium who perish every day, but what it doesn’t actually go 
into the additional dots. When we talk about the 72,000 people who die of an 
overdose, it doesn’t mention the people have an addiction who die at their 
own hand by committing suicide, by crashing into a tree and dying from a car 
accident, nor does it take into account the people who are the innocent 
victims of the drug addiction as well. These overdose fatalities must come 
down and that is not only the priorities of the President, it is obviously what 
everyone in DEA does on a daily basis. 

It’s truly an honor to be here today as we commemorate the memory of Kiki 
and as I am sitting in the auditorium looking up at the badge and the Red 
Ribbon, I think it is only appropriate that when you look at the Ribbon on the 
outline you see the heart and that is obviously represents not just the heart 
of Kiki who was killed and brutally murdered during a job that the country 
needed him to do, but it also shows the heart in compassion of Kiki as well as 
the men and women of DEA and the other partners around the world. 

Now I also think it is important that when you look at that badge that says 
DEA special agent and you see the eagle on top protecting the country, in one 
hand is the olive branch, the DEA would like to be peaceful, we would like 
peace on this earth on types of this drug issue, but it’s important to look in 
the talon of the other eagle, because those contain the swords of justice that 
you all bring to this fight every day. 

Everyone here knows that the mission of DEA is to do that, is to bring the 
fight and to interrupt the flow of drugs, to those people who have the 
addiction or those people who want to try and experiment, that is what Kiki 
was doing when he was killed. But what we need to remember is that the 
DEA also interrupts the flow of drugs by having events just like this by 
reaching out to prevent drug use from ever happening. One of the first drug 
education programs that was ever distributed to students came from the DEA 
almost in its inception back in early 1970s, think about that, one of the first 
government wide publications targeted justice students came from DEA. We 
are carrying on that tradition today not just by honoring Kiki but also 
targeting the most at risk students. 

With both Kiki’s memory and entire mission of DEA, we at ONDCP work every 
day to stop people from dying. We give out over a $100 million in grants to 
support The High Intensity Drug Trafficking Areas task forces that are 
supported by the DEA, now in all 50 states. We are incredibly honored to 
participate in that by bringing together the state, local and federal partners 
like the DEA across the country. These HIDTAs are making a tremendous 
difference and I sincerely appreciate the efforts of the DEA to support this 
mission. 

Through the Red Ribbon Week activities though millions of young people are 
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showing their commitment to a healthy and drug free lifestyle by wearing or 
displaying the red ribbon, part of that also is back to ONDCP with the drug 
free communities 731 across the country that are again in many instances 
supported by the DEA on the Prevention Outlook of what is happening 
because we know these drug free communities across the country work as 
well. There are only over 60 million Americans who live in a community 
where DFC coalition exists and what’s so special is that 30,000 students 
participated in a drug free community to prevent drug use in their 
communities last year alone. 

The 98% of middle school students and 95% of high school students in a drug 
free community report that they have not misused a prescription opioid in 
the last 30 days. The young adults here from Georgetown Day, the young 
marines I encourage you all to get involved with the local drug free 
communities, those watching back in the webcam, I also would ask that you 
all get involved as well. 

Let me conclude by saying, I think it’s appropriate that Red Ribbon Week, oh 
boy I think I said it Wed Wibbon Week. Jim I got to say, may you come up and 
translate for me, Red Ribbon Week is celebrated in the exact same month 
that President Trump proclaimed National Substance Prevention Month and I 
applaud the DEA for featuring that proclamation prominently on the Red 
Ribbon Campaign website and I encourage you all to read it. I do want to 
share one portion of it, “This month we re-affirm our commitment to educate 
our loved ones devastating effects substance abuse can have on our families, 
our communities and our nation. I call on parents, educators, mentors, 
employers, healthcare professionals, law enforcement officials, faith in 
community leaders and all Americans to support evidence based prevention 
programs through our united advocacy and awareness programs on the 
horrific dangers on the substance abuse, we can cultivate a society focused 
on health, wellness, and prosperity.” 

It is also appropriate that when I was researching Georgetown Day, I saw on 
your website, the mission statement and I am going to read from that 
because I think it is absolutely important and critical to what we are talking 
today. “A Georgetown Day School student honors the integrity and worth of 
each individual that is where we are doing today, we are honoring Kiki, we 
are honoring all the men and women who work at DEA” and everyone should 
take that statement to heart. Thank you all very much for what you are 
doing, administrator Dhillon thank you for allowing me to come to be with 
you today. 

[Applause] 

Jim Handly: Mr. Dhillon, Mr. Carroll thank you for your words of inspiration and your 
leadership. David thank you for being here, you are a big reason why we are 
all still coming together this many years later. 

Now it is time to salute our young people folks. We are going to begin with 
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the Red Ribbon Bookmark contest winners this year. As many of you know 
DEA’s Bookmark contest was created for kids of DEA employees to encourage 
them of elementary and middle school students to come up with drug 
prevention messages in the form of a Bookmark and we had some powerful 
entries, I picked up our winners here you will see them on the way in and way 
out too. This year there were 27 submissions from here and all over the 
country, the community outreach and prevention support section, thanks 
everyone who allowed their children to take part and enter. All the entries 
were reviewed by a panel of judges for originality, creativity and a clear drug 
prevention message. Mr. Dhillon would you please join me on stage now to 
recognize the contest winners. 

The elementary school category, the winning bookmark was drawn by 
Savanna King who is in the 3rd grade from Conway Arkansas. Savanna is the 
granddaughter of Justin King, the Assistant Special Agent in-charge of DEA’s 
Little Rock District Office. Savanna, would you please come up on stage and 
would Savanna’s family please stand. 

[Applause] 

Jim Handly: Thank you Savanna and boy did you capture the heart that Mr. Carroll spoke 
about in your bookmark. In the middle school category, the winning 
bookmark was drawn by a Aniya James who is in the seventh grade at James 
Madison Middle School in Rosaryville, Maryland. She is the niece of Fatima 
Kearney Desper who is a Division Investigator in DEA’s Baltimore District 
office. Aniya, would you please come up to the stage and would Anaya’s 
family please stand. 

[Applause] 

Jim Handly: Thank you Aniya and I guess you can read that up here, it’s easy to 
remember, “Don’t huff, don’t puff, keep away from that stuff.” Easy to 
remember and it’s catchy too, well done. 

You know each year, DEA sponsors its community drug prevention awards to 
highlight the importance of grass roots efforts to keep our nation and 
community safe and drug free, to recognize the volunteer activities of so 
many employees and to enhance future programs too. This year 11 
nominations from across the country were submitted to the community 
outreach and prevention support section, we would like to thank all the 
people and DEA divisions that submitted a nomination. The nominations 
were reviewed and scored by 6 judges representing intelligence, diversion, 
operations, training and field divisions thanks to all of the judges for their 
time and careful consideration. I am pleased to announce this year’s award 
winners now. The first award goes to The Hope Together Foundation, 
nominated by Special Agent Rocky Herrin from the DEA’s San Ysidro 
residence office in California. 

In 2005, Aaron Rubin a 23 year old who abused oxycodone successfully 
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completed a lengthy detox and rehabilitation program, but then relapsed and 
suffered a near fatal overdose. Against all odds, Aaron awoke from a very 
lengthy coma only to learn he was a quadriplegic with limited control of one 
arm. Erin also lost his ability to speak, yet lost none of his intellect none of his 
personality. 

In 2008, Aaron’s mother Sherrie began speaking to parent groups at local 
schools, bringing her personal story to the surface to educate other families 
out there to the drug hazards facing their children. In 2010, Sherrie founded 
the Hope2gether Foundation to expand outreach efforts that Hope2gether 
Foundation has given more than 400 presentations in partnership with DEA 
and successfully promoted meaningful legislation in the State of California. 
Sherrie was a founding member of San Diego’s groundbreaking Prescription 
Drug Abuse Task Force that brings together key figures from government, law 
enforcement, drug abuse prevention and treatment, social work, medicine, 
and education too. She also presented at the CVS Pharmacy convention, the 
California State Pharmacy Board and Millennium Laboratories National 
Conference. Congratulations to the Hope2gether Foundation and please join 
me in welcoming Sherrie Rubin, the Director of Hope2gether to the stage to 
accept her award. 

[Applause] 

Jim Handly: Thank you Sherrie for sharing your message, a powerful one to millions 
literally across the country. The second award today goes to the St. Louis 
Chapter of the National Council on Alcohol and Drug Abuse, NCADA 
nominated by Diversion Outreach Coordinator, Amanda Purdum from the 
DEA St. Louis Field Division. NCADA is dedicated to reducing or preventing the 
harms of alcohol and drug abuse through education, intervention, it’s 
prevention educators teach leadership, resiliency skills and prevention 
programs to get this more than 90,000 students at 280 different schools. 

In 2016, NCADA developed a Youth Leadership Program that guides and 
trains middle school students to become Red Ribbon ambassadors for their 
schools. It also hosts a two day Prevention Conference and Teen Institute 
Retreat preparing students to become Prevention Leaders. And the Talk 
About It Campaign is a community outreach effort designed to prevent 
adolescent substance abuse by encouraging conversations in families at their 
home. The campaign kicked off with a 60 second locally produced TV 
commercial that aired during the super bowl, many of you probably saw it. 
Although, the campaign is branded for St. Louis, the resources can be used by 
anyone interested in preventing drug use. Congratulations to NCADA St. 
Louis. Please welcome Nichole Dawsey, the Executive Director to the stage to 
accept their award. 

[Applause] 

Jim Handly: Thank you Nichole. Each of this year’s winner you should know will receive 
$1,000 to support their drug prevention efforts in their communities. Thank 
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you, acting administrator Dhillon for representing and presenting today those 
awards. You should also know DEA promotes other contests and programs 
that support Red Ribbon Week. DEA is a co-sponsor of the National Family 
Partnerships, National Red Ribbon Photo Contest that engages families, 
schools and communities to actively spread this week’s message, NFP 
coordinated the first National Red Ribbon Week celebration, that was back in 
1988 and we thank them for their continued leadership. 

DEA and the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration co-
sponsor a campus video PSA contest for colleges and universities to promote 
the importance of preventing alcohol and drug abuse for college age 
students. The entry period is open, the deadline is November 9th, the winning 
campus receives a nice award package including $3,000 to help support their 
school’s drug abuse prevention efforts. Let’s take a look at last year’s winning 
PSA from Towson University. 

[Video from 00:35:42 to 00:36:40] 

Jim Handly: For more information about this year’s contest go to 
campusdrugprevention.gov. DEA also has a Red Ribbon Week Patch program 
that provides Boy Scouts and Girl Scouts too, the opportunity to earn a patch 
from the DEA by participating in anti-drug activities in support of our big 
week next week. To find out more about any of these contest please visit 
getsmartaboutdrugs.com. 

Finally as part of Red Ribbon Week, DEA has joined forces with Discovery 
Education, this is really cool to host a virtual field trip for middle and high 
school students as part of operation prevention programs about the science 
of opioids. It’s next Thursday October 25 and can be viewed on 
operationprevention.com. 

As you can see there are lots of great ways that you can get involved with 
your families, with your classmates at school and in your community. One 
thing that you can do is to commit to staying drug free by taking the Red 
Ribbon Drug Free Pledge. I would like to call back up Mr. Dhillon if he would 
to lead us in that pledge today. If everyone would please stand? 

Mr. Dhillon: The students. 

Jim Handly: The students only sorry. 

Mr. Dhillon: The rest of you could do this too but it is really for the students, yeah. 
Students raise your right hand and repeat after me. I, (state your name). 

[Students] 

Mr. Dhillon: Pledge to stay in school and learn the things that I need to know. 

[Students] 

Mr. Dhillon: I pledge to make the world a better place. 
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[Students] 

Mr. Dhillon: For kids like me to grow. 

[Students] 

Mr. Dhillon: I pledge to keep my dreams alive. 

[Students] 

Mr. Dhillon: And be all that I can be. 

[Students] 

Mr. Dhillon: I pledge to help others. 

[Students] 

Mr. Dhillon: And to keep myself drug free. 

[Students] 

Mr. Dhillon: Congratulations. 

[Applause] 

Jim Handly: Very well done. It is nice to see so many young people here today, that is why 
we are here so it is quite a difference from three years ago, so good to see so 
many people committed to our cause today. 

We are clearing the stage to hear the beautiful voice from Eat at Joe’s one of 
Georgetown Day School’s co-ed acapella group. Folks it has been a privilege 
and again an honor to be with you for this inspiring day and this inspiring 
program. After they are done singing Diamonds an inspirational song, we are 
going to hear some closing remarks from Jim Trent. 

[Music 00:40:12 to 00:43:09] 

[Applause] 

Jim Trent: Thank you very much to Eat at Joe’s, can we have another round of applause 
for the incredible performance. After meeting a lot of the amazing students 
in the room today and backstage, I think it’s safe to say that the future is in 
very good hands from these incredible young people we have. I would also 
like to personally thank both on my behalf and on DEA, Director Carroll and 
Jim Handly for spending time and taking time out of their schedules to come 
in today. So thank you very much for coming. 

[Applause] 

Jim Trent: I hope that this program also serves as an inspiration to all of you to find 
opportunities to help participate and serve in Red Ribbon Week and find 
opportunities to do that, I know as an agent for over 20 years I have carried a 
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Red Ribbon next to my badge and during a lot of tough times it has been that 
touchstone to be able to go back and look at. I would also like to thank DEA’s 
section of community outreach, not only do they spend a lot of time and 
work putting today’s program together but this is something that they do 
every day and a lot of the wonderful programs you saw highlighted by Jim 
Handly are things that are both the brainchild of them and things that they 
work on 365 days a year. I would like to thank DEA’s division and section of 
community outreach. 

[Applause] 

Jim Trent: At this time I would like to conclude this ceremony and I would like to invite 
our prevention guest and invited guest to the training room for a meet and 
greet with Director Dhillon. Thank you all of you for attending and this 
concludes today’s program, thank you very much. 

[Applause] 


