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DEA Acting SAC Vito Guarino talks About National Takeback Day 

[Jill Horner] Your prescription drugs may be safe and effective for you but in the wrong hands they can be dangerous maybe even deadly. I'm Jill Horner this is Comcast Newsmakers with me this hour is Vito Guarino. He is the acting special agent of the United States Drug Enforcement Administration Philadelphia Division. Thanks for being with us, good to see you.

[Vito Guarino, Acting SAC Philadelphia Division] Great to be here, thank you. 

[Horner] When we think about what's in our medicine cabinet, we have over the counter medications we have things prescribed by our doctor but you say it's a growing problem for children and teenagers to actually get access to their parents and guardians grandparents medication and use them for unintended purposes. 

[Guarino]  Yeah, pharmaceutical misuse and abuse is the largest growing trend of drug abuse in the nation. More than- it only ranks second to marijuana in the misuse and abuse of a drug. 

[Horner] Now when we talk about this as a growing problem just how big of a problem is it? How many young people are actually trying prescription drugs not intended for them on a daily basis? 

[Guarino] I mean the statistics are frightening Just on average day more than 2,500 teenagers misuse or take prescription drugs not under medical supervision a day so the problem is is enormous. You combine that with yearly that's 7 million Americans are misusing prescription drugs not under medical supervision. It's an enormous problem. 

[Horner] It's an enormous problem but these medications can often become addictive or create dependencies as well. 

[Guarino] Yes, out of the 2.4 million individuals that take these drugs for the first time 1.9 become dependent. These pharmaceutical drugs are highly addictive and individuals become dependent. It's a staggering statistic. 

[Horner] So what should parents be looking for at home when they're monitoring their own medication? Should we know where medications are or how much is available? Should we even be locking up these medications? 

[Guarino] Safety at home is always number one and we should know where our prescription drugs how many prescription drugs that we do have and keep them away from our children, even teenagers, keep them away from teenagers. I would even recommend a locked location. 

[Horner] Some great advice there, but you're actually having your third national take back initiative and this is a far-reaching event. People can visit the website and find out the location closest to them because there will be many different locations, just go to DEA.com and just find the location nearest your home. Type in where you live and go from there. It's happening Saturday, October 29 it's from 10 AM to 2 PM this is an event you've had in the past. This is actually been a successful event. Many people have come and brought their prescription drugs either their unused or expired medications. Talk to us a little bit about what people have brought in. 

[Guarino] Well they bring in like you said expired drugs, unused drugs the total amount was more than 309 tons of unused or expired prescription drugs so it's really amazing when you look at what's in our medicine cabinets or what's in our home nationally that has expired or is unused. So it is really is heartwarming to see them taking it out of the home and putting it into DEAs hands where we properly dispose of them. That's not only safe for the community but also safe for the environment because another issue that we talk about is these drugs often get washed or flushed down the toilet or thrown into the trash so in some way they make their way back into the environment. 

[Horner] And that's an important point for two reasons one if you keep these medications around they can become potentially even more dangerous if they get past their expiration date into the hands of children or teens but as you mentioned as well they can get back into the environment and those chemicals can even get into our water supply. 

[Guarino] Correct. Absolutely. 

[Horner] Now for the event itself I want to quickly get to some of the details you mentioned very successful in the past people can just come and bring these medications? 

[Guarino] Yeah it's anonymous. You come drop them off, no names, no questions asked, just drop them off; it's just an opportunity to just turn them in. Like I said there is not going to be any identification made at all and being it is the third time I would hope that people are more comfortable now than the first few times. 

[Horner] Thanks so much for being with us. 

[Guarino] I appreciate it thank you. 

[Horner] All of this happens on October 29th. We've been talking with Vito Guarino, I'm Jill Horner. 

{Music}
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